
Schriever Rail Station



South Central Planning and Development 

Commission (SCPDC) is one of the eight regional 

planning commissions in Louisiana.

Established in 1978 by State Act 472 to facilitate 

intergovernmental cooperation and harmonious 

coordination of the state, federal and local 
planning & development programs

Organizational Overview



Mission: 
To simply help member parishes plan 

for the future

We assist in long and short-range 

planning for local agencies, state 

and federal liaison project 

management

We are a diverse, ever-changing 

commission.

About SCPDC



About SCPDC

 Planning and Economic Development

 Metropolitan Planning Organization

 Regional Safety Coalition

 Delta Regional Authority

 Community Development Block Grants

 Economic Development Authority

 Environmental Protection Agency

 GIS Mapping

 Building Code Enforcement

 Information Technology

 Small Business Loans



Metropolitan Planning Organization

 Required by federal law in all areas with populations greater than 

50,000 people

 Our job is to develop long- and short-range transportation plans in 

order to receive federal money for new roadways, highway 

maintenance, transit services, bike trails, sidewalks, etc.



History of Houma-Thibodaux MPO

 First formed after the 1990 Census and represented only the City of Houma and 

the surrounding Bayou Cane area. The Terrebonne Parish Planning Department 

was the MPO staff until the 2000 Census.

 After the 2000 Census, expanded regionally to include the City of Thibodaux, the 

Town of Lockport, and parts of Lafourche and Assumption Parishes. The MPO 

staffing was then transferred to SCPDC.

 After the 2010 Census, the urbanized area was updated to include the Village of 

Napoleonville in Assumption Parish. 

 2010 Census Population is 156,267 persons



Governance of the Houma-Thibodaux MPO

 Policy Committee – Includes the highest elected officials of each municipality, 

council members, and representatives of Louisiana DOTD and the FHWA

 Technical Advisory Committee – Public works officials, engineers, grant writers 
and managers, Chambers of Commerce and economic development 

organizations, parish planners, etc.

 Subcommittees

 Transit/CHSTP Committee

 Air Quality Advance Coalition

 Amtrak Focus Group





Lafourche Parish Terrebonne Parish
# % # %

Total Population 97,474 100.0% 112,742 100.0%
Male 47,888 49.1% 55,725 49.4%
Female 49,586 50.9% 57,017 50.6%

Age
Under 15 19,563 20.1% 24,336 21.6%
15 to 24 years 13,277 13.6% 15,585 13.8%
25 to 44 years 25,435 26.1% 29,849 26.5%
45 to 59 years 20,891 21.4% 22,961 20.4%
60 to 74 years 12,771 13.1% 14,529 12.9%
75 years and over 5,537 5.7% 5,482 4.9%

Median age (years) 36.6 35.2

Race
White 77,533 79.5% 80,307 71.2%
Black or African American 13,015 13.4% 20,896 18.5%
American Indian and Alaska Native 2,200 2.3% 6,205 5.5%
Asian 793 0.8% 1,030 0.9%

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0 0.0% 325 0.3%
Other 3933 4.0% 3979 3.5%

Hispanic or Latino
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 4,153 4.3% 5,230 4.6%

Total housing units 39,418 44,363

Source: ACS 2015 5-Year data, Table DP05.

Demographic and Housing Estimates



Lafourche Parish Terrebonne Parish

# % # %

Population 16 years and over 76,632 100.0% 87,208 100.0%

In labor force 46,863 61.2% 51,375 58.9%

Civilian labor force 46,840 61.1% 51,291 58.8%

Employed 43,542 56.8% 48,450 55.6%

Unemployed 3,298 4.3% 2,841 3.3%

Armed Forces 23 0.0% 84 0.1%

Not in labor force 29,769 38.8% 35,833 41.1%

Commuting to Work

Workers 16 years and over 42,041 100.0% 47,735 100.0%

Car, truck, or van -- drove alone 33,572 79.9% 38,927 81.5%

Car, truck, or van -- carpooled 4,750 11.3% 5,380 11.3%

Public transportation 162 0.4% 190 0.4%

Walked 531 1.3% 524 1.1%

Other means 1,963 4.7% 1,573 3.3%

Worked at home 1,063 2.5% 1,141 2.4%

Mean travel time to work (minutes) 26.8 23.4

Median household income (dollars) 51,030 47,826

Source: ACS 2015 5-Year Estimates, Table DP03

Selected Economic Characteristics



History of Schriever Station

 Originally called “Terrebonne Station”

 Train service began September 1, 1855

 At original depot, passengers awaited trains, shipped packages 
via Wells Fargo, and sent wires via Western Union

 Located next to the Wauban Plantation, also near St. George, 
Upper Ducros, and Lower Ducros plantations



History of Schriever Station



History of Schriever Station

 Terrebonne Station burned during the Civil War. Union and Confederate fought 
several skirmishes for the line with the Union prevailing by Nov. 12, 1862. 
Terrebonne Station and other buildings along the line were burned during the 
Confederate retreat.

 Many of the bridges along the track were also casualties during the various 
battles.

 Line returned to NOO and GW after the war on February 1, 1866, along with a 
$113,773 bill for expenses incurred by the government in the operation of the 
railroad.

 NOO and GW sold at auction to Charles Morgan on May 24, 1869 for the sum of 
$2,500,000. Renamed Morgan’s Louisiana and Texas Railroad Company.

 1879 - Rail line reached the Sabine River

► 1883 – Various rail companies in Texas connected the line 
from the Sabine River to the Southern Pacific in El Paso 
and passengers could finally take the rail from New 
Orleans to the Pacific.

► Morgan’s Louisiana and Texas Railroad and Steamship 
Company ran the line until 1934, when it was sold to the 
Texas and New Orleans Railroad Company.



History of Schriever Station

 Land for rail line and depot donated to NOO and GW by Madame 
Celeste Tanner in January 1857. Likewise donated the land for the 
depot at Terrebonne Station.

 One of the sugar planters along the route who welcomes the train in a 
way to lower freight rates.

 Originally known as Magnolia Grove, today known as Waubin.

 At one time, as many as 16 passenger trains moved through Schriever 
daily, 8 east and 8 west.



SCPDC/HTMPO Amtrak Initiatives

 September 2014 – Attendance at Amtrak’s Great American Station Conference in Memphis by representatives from 
Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes

 April 2015 – HT MPO Policy Committee determined to send letter of support to Amtrak in regards to increasing rail 
service to the Schriever station

 April 2015 – Lafourche Parish council passed a resolution supporting the establishment of a coalition focusing on 
increasing passenger rail service between New Orleans and Houston and to further study increasing Amtrak’s 
current Sunset Limited Passenger Rail Line.

 April 2015 – Terrebonne Parish council passed a resolution supporting the establishment of a coalition focusing on 
increasing passenger rail service between New Orleans and Houston and to further study increasing Amtrak’s 
current Sunset Limited Passenger Rail Line.

 June 2015 – Discussion at TAC meeting, determination to form Amtrak Subcommittee

 September 2015 – First meeting of subcommittee

 November 2016 – Discussion with State MPOs to discuss willingness to form a coalition. Interest from New Orleans, 
Lafayette, and Lake Charles MPOs.

 December 2016 – Second meeting of subcommittee

 December 2016 – Contacted UNO to discuss potential partnership



Goals for HTMPO Amtrak Subcommittee

 Development of a feasibility study

 Identification of funding

 Capital improvements at Schriever Station

 Recommendations of land-use regulations and incentives to local 

governments friendly towards Transit Oriented Development 

 Economic growth near station

 Facilitate a conversation with Amtrak and other local governments 

along the rail line pertaining to increased service



Schriever Station Existing Conditions

145 Burlington Court, Schriever, LA

Annual Station Revenue (2016): $86,179

Annual Station Ridership (2016) 1,455

5 Short Term Parking Spaces

15 Long Term Parking Spaces

Facility owned by BNSF









Location Distance

Thibodaux Airport 1.6 miles

Nicholls State University 4 miles

Fletcher Community College 4.4 miles

Downtown Thibodaux 4.5 miles

Downtown Houma 12 miles











Want more information?

Please visit our websites:

http://www.scpdc.org

http://www.htmpo.org

South Central Planning and 

Development Commission

5058 W. Main Street

Houma, LA 70360

P.O. Box 1870

Gray, LA 70359

Pat Gordon

Chief Planning Officer

pat@scpdc.org

Joshua Manning

Transportation Planner II

josh@scpdc.org

http://www.scpdc.org/
http://www.htmpo.org/
mailto:pat@scpdc.org
mailto:josh@scpdc.org

